
Sociological principles underlying the development, structure and function of culture,  

society, human groups, personality formation and social change. 
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Course Rules: 

 

Department of Sociology Policy on Academic Dishonesty 

 

Academic dishonesty (e.g., cheating on exams, plagiarism) is a serious offense. All 

work that you submit in this class must be your own original work, and must have been 

generated by you specifically for the assignments.  Cheating, plagiarism or otherwise 

obtaining grades under false pretenses constitute academic dishonesty according to the 

code of this university. The University Academic Standards Policy defines academic 

dishonesty, and mandates specific sanctions for violations. See the University Academic 

Standards policy: https://www.unr.edu/administrative-manual/6000-6999-curricula-

teaching-research/instruction-research-procedures/6502-academic-standards 

 

Each student is responsible for being familiar with UNR's policies on academic 

dishonesty.  It is the policy of the Department of Sociology that any student who engages 

in any act of academic dishonesty will automatically get a course grade of “F.”  Further, in 

accordance with UNR’s Undergraduate Academic Dishonesty Procedures, a record will 

created with the Office of Student Judicial Affairs.  Repeated offenses may lead to 

expulsion from the university. 

 

 What is plagiarism? Whereas most acts of academic dishonesty are obvious, 

students are sometimes unclear what “plagiarism” entails.  Plagiarism means that you 

incorporate another author’s work into your own, but create the impression that you 

yourself are the original author.  For instance, it is plagiarism when you cut and paste 

another author’s text into your own paper, but do not clearly mark it as a quote and do not 

credit the original source.  Another example of plagiarism is when you use another author’s 

text, but change the syntax and vocabulary only slightly.  Yet another instance of 

plagiarism involves using another person’s ideas and presenting them as your own.  The 

web offers a number of great resources on the subject of plagiarism that help you decide 

when you need to credit another author and when something can be assumed to be common 

knowledge (in which case you do not need to credit a source). 

 

 How to avoid plagiarism?  When writing a paper, focus on what and how you 

want to say something, not on the language another author used.  The easiest way is to 

follow a “closed source” policy:  That is, when you have read a paper, book or website that 

is relevant to a paper that you are writing, close it and put it aside before you write your 

own text.  Once you are done, go over your paper again and make sure that have not 

inadvertently copied another person’s language.  Likewise, make sure that you do not 

pretend that another person’s insights are your own.  

 

 Keep in mind that plagiarism is more easily detected than you might think.  Many 

instructors and graders have access to the same resources as you (e.g., the internet) and 

routinely check whether any text you have submitted appears elsewhere. If you are in doubt 

whether something constitutes plagiarism or not, ask your instructor, TA, or the UNR 

writing center. 

https://www.unr.edu/administrative-manual/6000-6999-curricula-teaching-research/instruction-research-procedures/6502-academic-standards
https://www.unr.edu/administrative-manual/6000-6999-curricula-teaching-research/instruction-research-procedures/6502-academic-standards


 



 

Tentative Course Outline (May be Subject to Change) 

 

DATE TOPIC/CLASS ACTIVITIES READINGS 

Mon July 13 Welcome to Class, Intro to Sociology None 

Tue July 14 Theoretical Perspectives, Methods* Chapter 1, all 

Wed July 15 Culture and Socialization* Chapter 2, all 

Thu July 16 Deviance/Crime* Chapter 4 all 

Fri July 17 TEST 1  

Mon July 20 Culture Presentations† None 

Tue July 21 Social Inequality* Chapter 5, all 

Wed July 22 Ethnic Inequality* Chapter 6, all 

Thu July 23 Gender Inequality* Chapter 8, pp. 217-219 

Chapter 7, all 

Fri July 24 TEST 2   

Mon July 27 Family* Chapter 8, pp 210-216 

Tue July 28 Religion* Chapter 8, pp 220-228 

Wed July 29 Population* Chapter 10, pp 261-267 

Thu July 30 Political Economy, Social Movements* Chapter 9, pp. 242-248 

Chapter 11, pp 298-309 

Fri July 31 TEST 3 

* Reaction Paper Day: Please turn in Reaction Paper on readings for that day. 
† Class Presentation Day: Please prepare your presentation for that day.  

 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 
Any student with a disability needing academic adjustments or 

accommodations should work with THINK coordinators, possibly 

in conjunction with the Disability Resource Center (Pennington 

Student Achievement Center, Suite 230; 784-6000), as soon as 

possible to arrange for appropriate accommodations. 

 

http://www.unr.edu/drc

